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Burmah Road Gospel Hall
The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict – Josh McDowell
· The Proofs of the Resurrection of Jesus:

· The Broken Roman Seal.

· The Empty Tomb.

· The Large Stone Moved.

· Roman Guard Goes AWOL.

· Grave Clothes Tell A Tale.

· Jesus’ Post-Resurrection Appearances Confirmed
Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus
· Mary Magdalene. 
Mk. 16:9; Jn. 20:11-18

· Two disciples on the road to Emmaus.
Lk. 24:13ff
· Ten Disciples and Thomas.
Jn. 20:19-31

· Seven disciples at the Sea of Galilee
. Jn. 21:1-14

· Peter and John.
Jn. 21:15-25

· Over 500 brethren (males).
I Cor. 15:6

· James, the half-brother of Jesus.
I Cor. 15:7

· On a mountain in Galilee.
Mt. 28:16-18

· The Ascension.
Acts 1:10, 11
Problems Posed to Paul by the Christians in Corinth

They were Local Doubts calling for the Declaration of Doctrine.  
Chs. 15
a.
Doubts regarding the Resurrection of those Buried. 
15:1-34


Now if Christ be preached that He rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen:


15:12, 13

b.
Doubts regarding the Resurrection Body.  

15:35-58 


But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come?
15:35
Solution: Only the Resurrection of Christ could Solve the Problems!

Introduction:
The Corinthian believers believed in the Resurrection of Christ 

15:12a
but they were not so sure with regard to the Resurrection of Christians. 
15:12b ct.16
1. A Reminder.
15:1-11
a. The Resurrection of Christ is Vital to the Full Gospel.
15:1, 3, 4
i. Subtract or Add to it is Anathema.  
Gal. 1:6-9
ii. To Sideline the Lord Jesus Christ is Anathema.  
I Cor. 16:22
b. The Resurrection of Christ is Valid - it's a Factual Gospel.
15:3-11
i. Testified to by the Word.
15:3, 4
ii. Testified to by many Witnesses.
15:5 -7
Cf. His first appearance to a Woman.
Mk. 16:9
iii. Testified to by the Writer.
15:8-11
2.    A Rebuff. [Re: The Problems]

15:12-19  

Some say, "There is no resurrection of the dead."
a. A Rebuke.   
15:12-15
"Do you know what you are saying?”

To say there is no resurrection of the dead is to say…
[cp. 15:35]
i. Christ was not Raised. 
(15:12, 13) 
  Consider the Facts.
15:1-11
(See #1b above)

(The Word, the Witnesses, the Writer) 

ii. Christianity is not Reliable. 
(15:14)    
Consider your Faith
because IF Christ was not raised, THEN...
* 
Our Preaching of Christ is Empty.
15:14a
* 
Your Part (Faith) in Christ is Empty. 
15:14b
iii. A Conclusion that is Revolting. 
(15:15) 

Consider the Falsehood
* 
Not only would they be False Witnesses of God,
* 
they also would be Found Working against God.
b. 
A Repetition (with some additions).
15:16-18
“To say there is no resurrection of the dead, 


is to say also...Christ is not risen”
i.
Your Faith is Fruitless. (vain)
15:17
ii. 
Your Self is not Sinless.

15:17
iii. The Believing Dead are Hope-less. 
15:18
c. 
A Regret
15:19


"Then we are of all men most pitiable, if...”
i. 
All our hopes in Christ are confined ONLY to this life.
ii. 
We hope ONLY in Christ without His resurrected life.
3.  A Revelation.

15:20-28   
"BUT NOW is Christ raised from the dead.”  

A Resurrected Christ is...
a. 
A Pledge of a Future Resurrection. 
15:20-23
 
- every man in his own order

Made possible by the Resurrection...
15:23ff      
i. of the Son in  Power.
"Christ, the Firstfruits“  

ii. of the Saints in Parousia. 
"They that are Christ's“
iii. of the Sinners in Punishment.
“Then cometh the end"
b. 
The Prospect of a Future Reign. 
15:24-28
i.
The Subjugation of All Things by the Son.  
15:24-27; cf. Col. 1:16-19ii. 
ii.
The Subjection of the Son to the Father.  
15:28; cf. 11:3
iii.
The Submission of All to the Father as the ALL IN ALL. 
15:28
4. 
A Rationalization. 

15:29-34

"If there is no resurrection of the dead,.."
a.
Why live a pinch-Hitter Life?
15:29
b. 
Why live a Hazardous Life?
15:30-32a
c. 
Why live a Holy Life?
15:32b-34
“Because of our faith in Him, we have given up the world and its pleasures and follies, we have become strangers and pilgrims in this scene; and now if there is no risen Christ, if this is all a mistake, we are going to lose both worlds. We gladly gave up this world because we thought we saw another above our heads, but that is only a dream, a fantasy, if Christ be not risen... the unconverted man can at least enjoy this present world... I have surrendered the things that other men live for down here... But what a blunder, what a mistake, if Christ be not risen I am simply following a will-o'-th' wisp that will land me at last in darkness and despair" (Ironside).
Conclusion:

Jesus MUST Rise from the Dead:-

It is a Condition of the Full Gospel;


Testified to by the Word, Witnesses, and the Writer including Faithful Women


It is the Only Conclusion one can arrive at…


Rationally -  if…then


Eschatologically – every man in his own order

Only it can End in the Consummation of all Ages 


That God may be ALL in All!
Next Week: Problems Posted To Paul:

5. 
Local Doubts calling for Doctrine.  Chs. 15, 16.


a. Doubts regarding the Resurrection of Buried Believers. 

15:1-34

Now if Christ be preached that He rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen:







15:12, 13


b. Doubts regarding the Resurrection Body.  



15:35-58 



But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come?
15:35
